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CITATION OF TRUSTEES 


The Jury on Citation of Trustees is planning a committee meeting at the Mid- 
winter Conference to discuss the plans for the second citation, to be made at the 


Milwaukee Conference, June 1942. 

Last year at Boston, Rush Burton, Lavonia, Georgia, and William E. Marcus, 
Montclair, New Jersey, were elected by the Jury from those nominated, to receive 
the citation for their interest in and work for libraries and library service. 

The Jury, selected by members of the Trustees Division and the Executive 
Board of the American Library association, are: 

Trustees: Laurance J. Harwood, Chairman, South Bend, Indiana 
Mrs. P. H. Flynn, Xenia, Ohio 
M. M. Harris, San Antonio, Texas 
Librarians: Charlotte Ryan, Illinois State Library, Springfield 
Donald K. Campbell, Public Library, Haverhill, Mass. 

The Jury on Citation of Trustees asks that recommendations for trustees to be 
cited for outstanding achievement or contribution to library development during 
1941, be sent to the Jury as soon as possible. 

It should be stressed that equal consideration is to be given to trustees of small 
and large libraries for service on a local, state, or national level. The contribution 
to library service need not be spectacular nor dramatic to be considered by the 
Jury members. 

Recommendations for citations may be submitted by any library board, individ- 
ual library trustee, state library extension agency, state library association, state 
trustee organization, or by the Trustees Division of the American Library Associa- 
tion. The recommendations must be accompanied by a full record oi the can- 
didate’s achievements. Nominations should be in the hands of the Jury on Citation 
of Trustees not later than December 1, 1941. Address correspondence to Mr. 
Laurance J. Harwood, Chairman, Jury on Citation of Trustees, American Library 
Association, 520 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago. 
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USE OF EASY-TO-READ BOOKS 
By Helen Dallas, A. A. A. E. 


When the Readability Laboratory of 
the American Association for Adult Edu- 
cation embarked, in 1937, on an effort to 
prepare a series of easy-to-read inform- 
ative books, it aimed at a reading public 
that was bounded on the east by a Har- 
vard graduate who, like the friend of 
H. M. Pulham, Esq., had not had time 
to read a book since he left college, and 
on the west by an imaginary cowpunch- 
er who had quit the public schools before 
he got out of the eighth grade. 

While many educators had recognized 
the importance of simple books for wide 
diffusion of culture, most of them were 
dubious about their practicability. Many 
argued that, even if the Harvard gradu- 
ate were persuaded to open an easy-to- 
read book, he would turn away from the 
simple words and sentences as an insult 
to his intelligence. On the other hand, 
the cowpuncher whose reading habits 
confine him to the “funnies” and pulp 
magazines, certainly would not read any- 
thing that he thought was going to be 
informative. 

Only recently the Readability Labora- 
tory, under Professor Lyman Bryson of 
Columbia University’s Teachers College, 
has been able to prove that readers as 
diverse as the Harvard man and the 
cowboy can find pleasure and profit in 
the same book. The eleven books, called 
the Peoples Library, have for more than 
a year now been extensively used by li- 
brarians throughout the country who are 
in constant search for easy-to-read in- 
formative materials for many of their 
readers. In 65 of these public libraries, 
as well as through independent surveys 
conducted in a small town and in an in- 
dustrial city by private investigators, the 
Peoples Library has been tested. 

The two principal questions to which 
the Readability Laboratory sought an 
answer were: 

Who reads the Peoples Library? 

What do these readers think of the 
books, and do they want more of them? 
The Readability Laboratory found that 

the scope of their reading public was 


even broader than they had imagined it 
would be. Occupationally speaking, the 
range was from fish peddler to profes- 
sor. A little boy eleven years old liked 
the book he read, which was How Crim- 
inals Are Caught, and an old man “over 
80” read and wanted more books like 
Which Way America? 

In the public libraries 29 per cent of 
the readers were found to be students, 
20 per cent white collar workers, 16 per 
cent professional people, 12 per cent 
housewives, and 11 per cent skilled and 
unskilled laborers. Thirty-five per cent 
of the readers were under 20, 37 per 
cent were between 20 and 40, and 28 per 
cent were either over 40 or wouldn’t tell 
their age. 

Almost all of the readers said that 
they wanted more Peoples Library books, 
and 70 per cent of them actually sug- 
gested subjects for books. Of these 37 
per cent were on some phase of sociol- 
ogy, 20 per cent were on useful arts, 15 
per cent were on science, and 9 per cent 
each on philosophy, history and biog- 
raphy. 

Because of the natural limits of a pub- 
lic library, the Readability Laboratory 
used the independent survey method to 
test the books further among people at 
both extremes of the financial scale. 
Many rich people do not use public li- 
braries because books are available to 
them elsewhere. Groups at the other end 
of the scale are often uneasy and feel 
embarrassed about going into public li- 
braries. 

Except in cases where an “educated” 
reader knew a great deal more about a 
subject than the Peoples Library book 
was able to tell him, and therefore was 
inclined to regard the information con- 
tained in it as a little beneath him, the 
books were read with interest by the 
“friends of H. M. Pulham, Esq.” There 
was no critiscism from this group on 
the score of simplicity. The writer of an 
article in Vogue urged their sophisiti- 
cated women readers to get a copy of the 
Peoples Library book Which Way Amer- 
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ica? in order to be informed on what is 
happening in the world. 


At the same time that the Peoples 
Library books were being tested in this 
direction, a representative of the Lab- 
oratory conducted an experiment with 
the books around the docks, poolrooms 
and saloons of an eastern industrial city. 
And in California a woman investigator 
circulated the books among the wives of 
small farmers and field workers in a 
fruit-raising community. 


Among other things they found that 
the range of interest in subject matter 
was just as wide among those groups of 
people as it was among those who had 
more education and presumably broader 
experience with culture. The Peoples Li- 
brary books cover a wide group of sub- 
jects from Science in Your Life and Pic- 
ture of Health to Getting and Spending, 
a simplified economics book, and The At- 
tractive Home, a book on household arts. 
None of these readers, either in the in- 
dustrial town or in the fruit-raising com- 
munity, complained that the books were 
hard to understand. On the contrary, 
they liked what one reader described as 
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the “streamlined” way they were writ- 
ten. 

That there is no such thing as a “typ- 
ical reader” is the conclusion that has 
been drawn from the studies by James 
Clarke, the Editorial Consultant of the 
Laboratory, who guided the writing and 
production of the books. “We have found 
that readers with vastly different educa- 
tional backgrounds and occupations will 
like the same book,” he said. “For ex- 
ample, from Delaware and Missouri 
came two reports on the same volume 
and both of them were enthusiastic. The 
first was a barkeep who wanted to know 
offhand the difference between a ‘page’ 
and a ‘paragraph.’ The other was from 
an architect who thought that ‘everyone 
in the United States should read this 
book’.” 

The reading survey conducted by the 
Readability Laboratory on the basis of 
its own books marks the closing of one 
stage in the experiment that has been 
conducted under a grant made five years 
ago to the American Association for 
Adult Education by the Carnegie Cor- 
poration, for the study of “readability” 
in informative non-fiction books. 


OUTSTANDING BOOKS 
1940-1941 


This Is America 
Biographical 


Adamic, Louis. From many lands. Harper, $3.50 
Ameringer, Oscar. If you don’t weaken. Holt, 
$2.75 
Burlingame, 

$3. 
Cleaveland, Agnes Morley. No life for a lady. 
Houghton, $3. 
Cloman, Flora. I’d live it over. Farrar, $3. 
Cobb, Irvin 8S. Exit laughing. Bobbs, $3.50 
Derleth, August. Still small voice. Appleton, $3. 
Handy, W. C. Father of the blues. Macmillan, 


Roger. Whittling boy. Harcourt, 


$3. 
Johnson, Osa. I married adventure. Lippin- 
cott, $3.50 


Lutes, Della. Country schoolma’am. Little, $2. 

McBride, Mary M. How dear to my heart. Mac- 
millan, $2. 

Masefield, John. In the mill. Macmillan, $2. 

Peattie, D. C. The road of a naturalist. Hough- 
ton, $3. 


Peattie, Roderick. The incurable romantic. Mac- 
millan, $3. 

Spence, Hartzell. One foot in heaven. Whittle- 
sey House, $2.50 

Waldron, Webb. Americans. Greystone, $2. 

Williams, Rebecca Yancey. Vanishing Virgin- 
ian. Dutton, $2.50 

Wilson, Forrest. Crusader in crinoline. Lippin- 
cott, $3.75 

Wright, F. L. Frank Lloyd Wright on archi- 
tecture. Duell, $3.50 

Zinsser, Hans. As I remember him. Little, $2.75 


The Landscape 


Audubon, John J. Audubon’s America. Hough- 
ton, $6. 

Binns, Archie. Northwest gateway. Doubleday, 
$3. 

Bowman, Heath. Hoosier. Bobbs, $3. 

Caldwell, E. and Bourke-White, M. Say, is this 
the U. S. A. Duell, $3.75 

Corle, Edward. Desert country. Duell, $3. 

Derleth, August. Village year. Coward, $3. 

Gray, James. The Illinois. Farrar, $2.50 

Percy, W. A. Lanterns on the levee. Knopf, $3. 
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Wisconsin, a guide to the Badger state. Duell, 
$2.75 


New Views On The American 
Revolution 


Erskine, John. Give me liberty. Stokes, $2.50 

Harris, Cyril. Richard Pryne. Scribner, $2.50 

Hough, Frank O. The neutral ground. Lippin- 
cott, $2.75 

Pridgen, Tim. Tory oath. Doubleday, $2.50 

Roberts, Kenneth. Oliver Wiswell. Doubleday, 
$3. 


Other Aspects Of American Life In 
Fiction 

Cather, Willa. Sapphira and the slave girl. 
Knopf, $2.50 

Glasgow, Ellen. In this our life. Harcourt, $2.50 

Kroll, H. H. The usurper. Bobbs, $2.50 

MacKay, Allis. They came to a river. Macmil- 
lan, $2.75 

McMeekin, Clark. Reckon with the river. Ap- 
pleton, $2.50 

Marquand, J. P. H. M. Pulham, esquire. Little, 
$2.50 

Martin, George V. For our vines have tender 
grapes. Funk, $2.50 

Matschat, Cecile H. 
Farrar, $2.75 

Perry, George S. Hold autumn in your hand. 
Viking, $2. 

Richter, Conrad. The trees. Knopf, $2.50 

Slade. Caroline. The triumph of Willie Pond. 
Vanguard, $2.50 


Preacher on horseback. 


Historical and Documentary 


Brown, S. G., ed. We hold these truths. Har- 
per, $1. 

Chase, Stuart. A primer of economics. Random 
House, $1. 

Dos Passos, John. The ground we stand on. 
Harcourt, $3.50 

Faulkner, H. U. The American way of life. 
Harper, $2.20 

Galloway, G. Planning for America. Holt, $4. 

Hansen, Marcus Lee. The Atlantic migration. 
Harvard, $3.50 


Hayes, Dorsha. American primer. Alliance, 
$1.50 

Klingberg, F. J. The morning of America. Ap- 
pleton, $3. 


Raney, W. F. Wisconsig. Prentice-Hall, $5.35 

Baldwin, H. W. United we stand. Whittlesey 
House, $3. 

Perkins, Dexter. Hands off; a history of the 
Monroe doctrine. Little, $3.50 


This, Too, Is America 


Duncan, Dorothy. Here’s to Canada. Harper, 
$3. 

Hanson, Earl P. Chile, land of promise. Rey- 
nal, $1.75 

Harding, Jack. I like Brazil. Bobbs, $3. 
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Herring, Hubert. Good neighbors, Yale Univ. 
press, $3. 
Romoli, Kathleen. Colombia. Doubleday, $3.50 


Smith, Glanville. Many a green isle. Harper, 
$3.50 
Wilson, C, M. Central America. Holt, $3. 


II 
The World In Revolution 


For Background 


Peattie, Roderick. Geography in human destiny. 
Stewart. $3. 

Major, R. H. Fatal partners: war and disease. 
Doubleday, $3.50 


Europe 
Bayles, W. D. Caesars in goose step. Harper, 
$3. 
Brittain, Vera. England’s hour. Macmillan, 
$2.50 
Churchill, Winston. Blood, sweat and tears. 
Putnam, $3. 


Dodd, William E. Ambassador Dodd’s diary. 
Harcourt, $3.50 

Harriman, Florence J. Mission to the north, 
Lippincott, $3.50 

Kraus, Rene. Men around Churchill. Lippincott, 


$3. 

Moen, Lars. Under the iron heel, Lippincott, 
$2.75 

Shirer, W. L. Berlin diary. 1934-1941. Knopf, 
$3. 


Wolfers, R. E. Britain and France between two 
wars. Harcourt, $3.75 


Asia and Africa 


Farson, Negley. Behind God’s back. Harcourt, 
$3. 

Nehru, Jawaharlal. Toward freedom. John Day, 
$4. 

Gayn, M. J. The fight for the Pacific. Morrow, 
$3. 

Hahn, Emily. The Soong sisters. Doubleday, $3. 

Homer. Joy. Dawn watch in China. Houghton, 
$3. 

Snow, Edgar. 
House, $3.75 


The battle for Asia. Random 


Looking To The Future 


Heymann, Hans. 
Harper, $3.50 

Wriston, H. M. Prepare for peace. 
$2.50 

Burnham, James, 
John Day, $2.50 

Lindbergh, Anne. The wave of the future. Har- 
court, $1. 


Plan for permanent peace, 
Harper, 


The managerial revolution. 
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Ill 
Post Script 


The principle on which this year’s annual 
list was compiled has excluded many excellent 
books in such fields as Science, Art, and Liter- 
ature. Of these there is room here for only the 
following titles of novels too good to miss. 
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Buchan, John. Mountain meadow. Houghton, 
$2.50 


Cronin, A. J. Keys of the Kingdom. Little, 
$2.50 
Hilton, James. Random harvest. Little, $2.50 


Gunnarsson, Gunnar. The good shepherd. Bobbs, 
$1.50 


ADD THESE TO YOUR PAMPHLET FILE 
Compiled by Katharine J. Middleton, Traveling Library Department 


THE CAMPUS OUTDOOR MUSEUM. Under 
this title Charles E. Brown of the 
Historical Museum, Madison, has com- 
piled a list of the historic landmarks 
on the University of Wisconsin cam- 
pus. 


THE EDUCATION OF RURAL TEACHERS IN 
SERVICE is the first of a series of bul- 
letins to be issued by the Committee 
on Rural Education, affiliated with the 
American Country Life Association. 
Prepared by Mr. Meredith W. Darling- 
ton, it is based on an experiment in 
in-service training now being tried out 
in the rural schools of Nebraska. May 
be obtained free by addressing the 
Committee at 600 S. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago. 


CAMPFIRE GUIDE, by M. K. Soifer, is a 
collection of facts, experiences, and 
ideas about the planning and enjoy- 
ment of campfires. Included are sug- 
gestions for food to cook, songs and 
games, an Indian council ring cere- 
mony, stories to tell or act. A brief 
but excellent guide for camp counsel- 
ors, recreation workers, club leaders. 
The Furrow Press, 156 5th Avenue, 
New York City, 25c. 


U. S. Forest SmRvVICE has issued two ex- 
cellent pamphlets on forestry—Tam- 
ing our forests and What forests give 
—for use with boys and girls. Would 
also be useful to club groups studying 
forestry. U. S. Supt. of Doc. 15¢ each. 


NEW FOREST FRONTIERS is a well-illus- 
trated pamphlet on the use and abuse 
of forests. It aims to show how state, 
local and federal agencies may coop- 
erate to relieve unemployment through 
wider use of forest resources, and to 


build up permanent communities 
around the forest areas. U. S. Forest 
Service. Misc. Pub. No. 414. 


MAN IN THE “CUT-OVER” is a study of 
family-farm resources in northern 
Wisconsin. Agricultural Experiment 
station. Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison. 
(Research Bul. 139, April, 1941.) 


TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY, KNOx- 
VILLE, issues many interesting pamph- 
lets on such subjects as soils, forests, 
water control, Norris dam, etc. A gen- 
eral pamphlet—TVA— includes a list 
of publications with prices, which vary 
from no charge to 85c. 


STATE AIDS AND RURAL PROPERTY TAXES 
IN WISCONSIN summarizes the more 
important historical developments in 
the Wisconsin system of state aids and 
evaluates some of the results that the 
system has made possible. Agricultur- 
al Experiment Station, Univ. of Wis- 
consin, Madison. (Research bul. 138, 
March, 1941) 


WISCONSIN TRAFFIC SAFETY is published 
every other month by the State Motor 
Vehicle dept. at Madison. The May- 
June, 1941, issue contains provisions 
of the new license law. A good depart- 
ment publication to bring to the at- 
tention of your local police. 


THE TRAVELERS STANDARD, a monthly 
publication of the Travelers Insurance 
Co., Hartford, Conn., is devoted to the 
prevention of accidents in the home, 
on the street, in industry. Good safety 
material for schools and clubs. 


PHYLLIS BENTLEY, author of “Manhold,” 
“Inheritance,” etc. is discussed briefly 
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in a pamphlet of that title issued free WE TRAVEL THOUGH WE STAY AT HOME 


by Macmillan. is a series of studies on world inde- 

; pendence of interest to study groups 

DEMCOURIER, _— " hh a of of all kinds. Some titles are: The world 
its pages to articles about John Steu- on wheels; The ties that bind; Foreign 


art Curry, “artist in residence,” Col- trade and the pantry shelf; Our neigh- 
lege of Agriculture. Several excellent bore—north and south; Machine ‘age 
illustrations are included. Other issues in Detin Bi ak Siaenen gie endow- 
have contained similar articles on ment for international peace, 405 W. 
Rockwell Kent, Carrie Jacobs-Bond, 117th St., New York City é 

Louis Untermeyer, “Uncle Ray” (Ra- : 

mon Coffman). Subscription price, 50¢ &yropEAN PLANS FOR WORLD ORDER, by 
a year. Demco Library Supplies, Mad- William P. Maddox, discusses official 
ison. peace aim declarations, proposals for 
an international police force, federal 
unions of the democracies and of 
European states, and other topics that 
must be considered in a post-war world 


THE HALLE PLAY PLAN is a brief guide to 
the selection of clothing, toys, books 
and equipment for children at differ- 

t . May be obtained free from 
pe oe sla age sR order. Pam. no. 8 of the James-Patten- 


Seb SS Sheen. So, See, Rome pamphlet series of the American 
LONGMANS’ PAMPHLETS ON THE BRITISH academy of political and social science, 
COMMONWEALTH contain much valu- Philadelphia. 15c 
able information on the development 
of the Commonwealth and its member- 
nations. Each it written by an author- 
ity on his particular topic. Titles in- 
clude Britain and India; Britain and 
South Africa; From the British em- 
pire to the British commonwealth; 
The Canadian nation. 20c each. Long- 
mans, Green & Co., New York City. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO ROUND 
TABLE, issued weekly by the Univer- 
sity, contains the transcripts of the 
popular radio Round Table discus- 
sions. Each number contains, in addi- 
tion to the verbatim report, maps, pic- 
tographs, research data, bibliog- 
raphies, and aids for teachers and 
discussion group leaders. Some 1941 


WAR ON THE SHORT WAVE, by Harold N. titles include: Is this our war; Can 
Graves, jr., (Headline book 30) dis- the Americas be invaded; Defense: 
cusses the spreading of propaganda who’ll pay the piper; Economic con- 
by international broadcasting by the sequences of German victory; Japan: 
various warring countries. Foreign setting sun. 10c a copy, 5 copies 25c; 
Policy Assn’., New York City, 25c annual subscription, 52 issues, $2.00. 


"ROUND THE CIRCLE 


Send all news items to Mrs. Winifred L. Davis, Editor, Round the Circle 
Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


Galesville Does This 


The librarian has a “library log,” and Miss Kneeland says that she has kept it 
for years. It is not only a book of ideas which have been, or are to be put into 
some library activity or program, but it is a reminder of what was done last year 
on such a day. From July 2, 1940 to June 17, 1941, there are 47 bulletin board 
changes recorded, with the legends or appropriate feature which carried out the 
idea of the subject. One example: September 3, was “Back to School,” with a 
fitting picture and a selection of juvenile books. The list includes “days,” and also 
anniversaries of events and people; it also has suggestive ideas about the library’s 
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service; the subject of a democracy, with books to interest and inform; the sug- 
gestion of reliving the past in a selected group of historical novels. 

At corresponding times during the succeeding year, these subjects are again 
studied either for repeating with further developing, or placing with some more 
appropriate topic. 

The table of contents covers several other subjects which as memoranda may be 
valuable for future reference. Some of these are Library board meetings (brief 
notes on decisions); Story hours; Gifts; Reference questions; Movie cooperation; 
Notes to teachers. This last is a copy of the note sent out to the teachers at the 
opening of the school year. 

Such a “log’’ also is a “life-saver’”? when someone is obliged to take over in 
the absence of the librarian, since it gives not only the topics already mentioned, 
but in general the pattern of the library’s every day procedure. It is a good idea 
to have a “log,’’ even in the small library, or what may also be known as the 





library’s code book. W. L. D. 


Barron. The new library room for the 
children is proving very popular. Mrs. 
Anderson writes: “We have just added 
a new table, the slanting top kind, which 
was made by the manual training stu- 
dents. Benches for this are on the way.” 
A small davenport, and a rug give the 
place a homelike appearance. 


Burlington. Miss Smithers writes about 
the reading activity of the past summer: 
“Our first attempt with a summer read- 
ing club was a most gratifying experi- 
ment. The theme was a patriotic one. 
We made a large Uncle Sam’s hat and 
each child who wished to become a mem- 
ber was given a red card which we kept 
in this hat. As the children read the 
books, which could be any within his 
grade level, and answered a few ques- 
tions just so we knew that the books had 
been read, the names of these were writ- 
ten on the red card and after five had 
been read a flag sticker was placed on 
the card. When ten had been read an- 
other flag was placed on it and so on. A 
large gold eagle was mounted on red 
eardboard which was the Roll of Honor 
and after ten books had been read their 
name was placed on this. When twenty 
books had been read a small gold eagle 
was placed after their name. This was in 
a conspicuous place and attracted the 
attention of everyone who came into the 
library. There were 119 who joined the 
club; 45 who had their names on the 
honor roll and 14 who read more than 


20 books. I particularly stressed the 
point that it was vacation and this was 
a@ project to ‘read for fun.’ All who en- 
tered seems to have that feeling. Anoth- 
er club has been asked for for another 
year.” 


Fond du Lac. A trio of Fond du Lac 
boys who aspire to be writers has taken 
the opportunity offered by the library 
to place their manuscripts on display in 
the library, and to make them available 
for circulation, from which they hope to 
receive criticism. 


Frederic. While the birthday celebra- 
tion was months ago, it is still interest- 
ing news in that it gives another idea 
of observing such an event. In this case 
members of the library board enter- 
tained the Frederic Federated Woman’s 
club at a birthday tea. 

During book week the Board placed 
exhibits of old and new books in various 
store windows about town. The exhibit 
attracting most attention was one of chil- 
dren’s books belonging to well known 
citizens, accompanied by a childhood 
picture of the book’s owner. 

A tag day was sponsored by the Wo- 
man’s club as a library benefit, and an- 
other event for the library was an even- 
ing of entertainment with music and an 
illustrated lecture by the St. Paul col- 
umnist and cartoonist, Mr. P. A. Hoff- 
strom. 
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Greenwood. Mrs. Andrews writes about 
the added shelving for the library, a new 
stack, and a double-faced display case. 
It has allowed a complete reshifting of 
the collection with the segregation of the 
less used non-fiction. New sections to the 
card catalog also have been added. 


The city increased the appropriation 
by $200 and five townships give $175. 
The librarian’s salary has been increased 
somewhat. This all speaks well for 
Greenwood’s appreciation of its library 
service. 


Hillsboro. With the slogan ‘“‘As dolls 
are friends of children, so books are 
friends of all,” the library sponsored a 
doll show over a period of three days in 
September. A total of 469 people regis- 
tered with several making repeated vis- 
its. Staged under the direction of the li- 
brarian, Miss Webster, it was not only 
an occasion of particular distinction in 
the field of exhibits, but also one which 
gave ample opportunity for people to 
realize the true function of a commu- 
nity’s library. One of the special features 
was the exhibit of new books containing 
stories of dolls, or directions for making 
dolls and doll costumes of various peri- 
ods. Others represented characters in 
favorite books: Corn husk doll, Abigail, 
Ping Wing, Little Red Riding Hood, 
Flicka, Ricka and Dicka. 


There were dolls of early days, two 
85 years old, one 72 years old; one was 
a hand-crocheted doll made in London 
100 years ago; there were dolls’ dishes 
50 and 75 years old, and one tea set 
close to 100 years old. There were dolls, 
hand carved; one made of garden veg- 
etables; others were marionettes. 


The decorations were all in miniature 
bouquets and tiny plants, each placed in 
clay pots only one inch high. Tea was 
served, and the colorful doll cookies 
baked by the committee members had 
been cut with a 50-year old cooky cutter. 

The local editor Mr. Shear, also presi- 
dent of the library board, gave a detailed 
account of the event in the Hillsboro 
Sentry Enterprise. 
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Horicon. In place of a reading club 
during the vacation, Miss Freeman de- 
cided to add new books for the pre-school 
children, and also a number for the next 
grade level; new magazines for girls and 
boys who like such reading. “In this 
way,” says Miss Freeman, “I believe I 
am going to reach more children than 
formerly as we have a directed play 
ground which draws a large number of 
our little people.” 


Lake Mills. Beginning October 13, the 
library planned to be open every week 
day excepting Friday, the hours being 
2:00 to 5:30 and 7:00 to 9:00. This is 
an experiment, and will be continued 
after January 1, depending upon the 
response of the public. 

Milwaukee. Seven persons volunteered 
their services to the hospitality commit- 
tee for the A. L. A. 1942 Children’s Sec- 
tion convention in Milwaukee, next June, 
following a plea made by Norma E. Loos, 
chairman, before the Wisconsin section- 
al meeting of Library Workers with 
Children at the W. L. A. convention in 
Madison, September 27th. They are 
Katherine Connelly, Fond du Lac; Kath- 
leen Neis, Watertown; Mrs. Ina Luck, 
Waupun; Ruth Tarvox, Wauwatosa; 
Dorothy Hanson, Appleton; Enid C. 
Anger, Oshkosh; and Mrs. Mary Tuohy 
Ryan, Madison. 

The hospitality committee consists of 
Mrs. Loos, Chairman, and Misses Alice 
Brunat, Minneapolis; Flora Hottes, 
Kenosha; Delourise Layman, Waukesha; 
Della McGregor, St. Paul; Agatha L. 
Shea, Chicago; Mrs. Alice Davitt Scho- 
walter, Racine; Mrs. Ruth Neelen Wel- 
ler, Milwaukee; and Mrs. Elfrieda Bab- 
ney McCauley, Milwaukee. 

The plans? They are still under the 
hat. 


Oconomowoc. The library has received 
from the estate of Florence Scherffins 
$100 for the purchase of children’s books 
which will be marked with an appropri- 
ate book plate. 


Racine. The following tribute to Miss 
Morrison, long a member of the Library 
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Board, was prepared by M. Louise Hunt. 

In the death of Miss Sarah M. Mor- 
rison the Racine Public Library lost a 
staunch and devoted friend. 

Miss Morrison was one of those mem- 
bers of the Woman’s Club who were, in 
large measure, responsible for the estab- 
lishment of the Public Library. She was 
a member of its Board of Directors from 
its early years until August first, 1935, 
serving as Secretary of the Board for 
many years. 

Her keen understanding of the value 
of library service to the community, her 
strong feeling of civic responsibility, her 
fine sense of justice and her gracious 
kindliness made her an invaluable mem- 
ber of the Board and one whose service 
to the community it is hard to overesti- 
mate. 


Holding the highest ideals for public 
libraries, Miss Morrison strove always 
to make available to Racine the best that 
the profession could provide. She was 
deeply interested in the welfare of the 
Staff, not only on humanitarian grounds 
but also because she realized that that 
was an important factor in providing 
the high grade of service she so greatly 
desired for Racine. 

During her long service on the Board 
her chair was seldom vacant at their 
meetings as she planned her personal 
affairs whenever possible to meet the 
needs of the Library, and her wise and 
helpful counsel was always at the dis- 
posal of the Librarian and the Board 
of Directors. 

Miss Morrison’s interest in public li- 
braries did not end with her term of 
service for she continued, through pro- 
fessional literature, to keep in touch 
with library progress nationally as well 
as in the State. 

A rare citizen has passed. 


Rice Lake. Mrs, Wegg writes: “We had 
an experience similar to Miss Mac- 
George’s (BULLETIN Jl. ’41, p. 119-21) 
that I thought might interest ’Round the 
Circle readers. 

“Along in June, when we received 
Part two of the Booklist (the reading 
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suggestions titled ‘The American Spirit 
in Fiction’) I used the list as the basis 
of one of my weekly radio talks, then 
rushed back to the library to assemble 
the books and put together a poster. The 
poster turned out to be a simple red, 
white and blue background, with the 
Booklist cover, neatly stating our theme, 
pinned in the center. The reading list 
itself, with the titles we owned checked 
in red, lay on the table, beside the books 
themselves. 

“What with vacations and one thing 
and another, the display stayed up much 
longer than usual, but it was so very 
popular that we hestitated to take it 
down, and didn’t, in fact, until the Book- 
list leaflet became limp and wrinkled 
with too much handling. Books that had 
stood on the shelf for years went into 
circulation with the help of that dis- 
play.” 


Ripon. U. S. A. Reading Club. 

Meetings: Tuesday and Thursday 
morning 9 until 12 from June 11th until 
August 14th. 

Members: Of the 200 members who 
joined the club before school was out, 127 
read regularly during the summer. Mem- 
bers were from the first six grades. 
Three volunteer helpers assisted us on 
the meeting days, talking with the chil- 
dren about the books they were reading 
and assisting them to find others they 
could read. There were 1310 books read 
and discussed by the members. Each 
child was given a flag sticker for each 
10 books read; also a chart which was 
a record of the reading done during the 
summer. This chart was to be shown to 
the teacher in September and special 
credit given for reading done. Mrs. 
Thompson says: “The spirit in which 
they read was gratifying and we feel 
that it has been worthwhile for us to 
get to know a number of them better. 
We hope it will show results in a number 
of ways but we cannot say that it will 
for a time yet. We hope to have some 
tie-up with Book Week.” 


Superior. A letter quoted below speaks 
for itself in appreciation of Superior’s 








172 


library service: “To the Telegram: I 
want to commend the staff of our public 
library for the splendid service that they 
are giving library patrons and the effi- 
cient and uniformly courteous manner 
in which they handle inquiries and all 
sorts of appeals for information. 

“In its efforts to effect reorganization 
and changes in various city departments 
to bring about greater economy, I hope 
the new city government will not disturb 
this organization much if at all. It is 
difficult to see how the great amount of 
work being done by the staff could be 
handled by any smaller number of peo- 
ple and while I am not personally ac- 
quainted with the personnel I have had 
opportunity to know of the efficient and 
painstaking way in which they handle 
their work and am certain the public 
would not wish to see any impairment of 
this service. Any economy in that direc- 
tion would be expensive when measured 
by the results.” Frep A. BAXTER. 

The library was the place for the ex- 
hibit of the city fire department’s newly 
organized safety instruction campaign. 
Put up by Chief Edward Nelson the ex- 
hibit consisted of a number of charts, 
graphs and photographs depicting fire 
dangers in the community and offering 
recommendations that all persons are 
asked to observe. 


Tomahawk. If and when the library 
finds itself in a position to enlarge its 
service, one of the factors which will have 
been largely instrumental is the fine ap- 
preciation the local editor has expressed 
from time to time in editorials. Some 
quotations are taken from an editorial 
written during the summer, in the Toma- 
hawk Leader. “We are not writing this 
editorial in the hope of seeing our local 
council raise the library budget—because 
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there are perhaps other places where the 
money is needed more, but we would like 
the general public to appreciate the fact 
that we doubt any other city the size of 
Tomahawk renders as much valuable 
service through its public library for 
the money expended as we get here in 
Tomahawk. 


“Naturally a library can render only 
such service as is permitted by the ex- 
penditure of money for books and maga- 
zines—hooks and magazines that the or- 
dinary person could not afford to buy. 
In these times, when things are chang- 
ing over night, the library is called upon 
more and more for source material, and 
while the book committee of the library 
tries to keep abreast with the times, it is 
a financial impossibility to provide every- 
thing that might be desired. 


“Should the time come that more pub- 
life works are needed for employment, 
the city should consider such a project 
—just a good utilitarian library—we 
don’t need a magnificent structure with 
a lot of frills and firbilos—to render 
proper service to this all important 
phase of our everyday life.” 


Viroqua. The library budget for next 
year is to be $3000, an increase of $400 
over the previous year and $1200 over 
the amount received when Miss Sornson 
took over the librarianship in the fall 
of 1938. 


Watertown. “Come in from work” is 
the suggestive note attached to an in- 
triguing list of titles, and will undoubt- 
edly influence people to stop on the way 
home to pick up one or more of the 
books mentioned. These lists were dis- 
tributed at various places throughout 
the city. 


A. L. A. MIDWINTER MEETING 


December 28-31, Drake Hotel, Chicago 
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CERTIFICATION BOARD 


At the September meeting of the Pub- 
lic Library Certification Board the fol- 
lowing action was taken: 


Certificates Granted 


Eleanor E. Anderson, Eau Claire. 
Frances J. Barnes, Hayward. 
Maurine Bell, Marinette. 
Josephine M. Berens, Appleton. 
Marguerite Christensen, Bloomer. 
Myrtle L. Cox, Wausau. 

Mildred M. Cripps, Independence. 
Janet R. Culbertson, Green Bay. 
Anna M. Etzweiler, Wausau. 
Helen L. Gallaher, Milwaukee. 
Mildred E. Haggerty, Racine. 
Eleanor E. Hanners, Davenport, Iowa. 
Florence M. Hensey, West Allis. 
Phyllis E. Herziger, Evansville. 
June C. Hicks, West Allis. 
Roberta Houston, Green Bay. 
Earl E. Hoven, Milwaukee. 

Jane E. Kelly, Clintonville. 


Ella J. Kupper, Antigo. 

Sarah D. Lamb, La Crosse. 

Laura J. Livingston, Wayne, Michigan. 

Betty Jane McLaughlin, Wisconsin Rap- 
ids. 

Lenore Malueg, Wausau. 

Margaret E. Nordholm, Madison. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Olsen, Hartford. 

Eleanor Perry, Cambridge. 

Mrs. Frances R. Perry, Black River 
Falls. 

Jessie M. Sanford, Wisconsin Rapids. 

Dora Smith, Palmyra. 

Mrs. Ruth Russell Smith, Cattaraugus, 
New York. 

Annetta M. Werner, Sheboygan. 


Licenses Granted 


Esther Hianny, Madison. 

Jean E. Hubbard, Antigo. 
Lillian A. Liebetrau, Waukesha. 
Jeanne M. Ruppenthal, Mayville. 
Jean Van Ness, Sheboygan. 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Philosophy and Religion 


Boettiger, Elizabeth F. Your child meets 
the world outside. 1941. 179p. illus. 
Appleton, $2. 136.7 


The title describes the contents of the book. 
Beginning with the child’s adjustment to the 
outside world of nature, it continues with the 
world of machinery, the world of people, and 
so on to community living. An excellent book 
for P. T. A. and other groups taking up a study 
of child development. 


Case, Shirley J. Christianity in a chang- 
ing world. 1941. 204p. Harper, $2. 
230 


At a time when many people are concerned 
over the future of Christianity and its chances 
of survival in a war-crazed world, the author 
turns to the history of the past. where he finds 
that “the essential genius of Christianity is its 
power to triumph over obstacles. Its periods of 
greatest success have been those when hostility 
was most pronounced.” 


See Booklist 38:45 O. 
Edman, Irwin and Schneider, H. W., eds. 


Landmarks in philosophy. 1941. 
1008p. Reynal, $4. 108 


15 °41, 


An anthology of philosophical writing from 
the ancient Greeks to the present century. The 


editors have chosen them with a double pur- 
pose: to set forth the “landmarks” in the his- 
tory of philosophy and to illustrate their point 
that “the striking fact about the history of 
philosophy of ideas is their recurrent charac- 
ter.” With the brief introductory essays for 
each writer, provides a scholarly work for 
medium and larger libraries, 


Habas, Ralph A. Art of self control. 
1941. 284p. Reynal, $2. 150 


The author believes in self control through 
the development of an integrated personality. 
To most people self control means forcing one’s 
self to follow the line of most resistance. To 
the controlled personality it may mean the 
line of least resistance. Made more interesting 
by the frequent references to well-known peo- 
ple who have developed their own systems of 
work habits or of emotional control. 


Sociology 
Lyons, Eugene. The red decade; the 
Stalinist penetration of America. 
1941. 423p. Bobbs, $3. 335 


An exposure of Communist activities in the 
Tinited States, by the author of Assignment in 
Utopia. The Booklist says: “There will be vio- 
lent opinions about this book .. . but it cannot 
be ignored,” 


See Booklist 38:2 8, °41. 
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Shea, Nancy. The army wife. 1941. 
298p. Harper, $2.50. 355 


“A guide for the uninitiated, with advice on 
the customs and restrictions of army life and 
the management of an army household. There 
are chapters on entertaining and on foreign 
service.”’—Booklist. 


See Booklist 38:2 S. '41. 


Philology 


Opdycke, John B. Harper’s English 
grammar. 1941. 431p. Harper, $1.75. 
425 


If the library is in need of a good handbook 
on the subject. this should serve admirably. 
The presentation is modern; the rules are age- 
old. 


Science and Useful Arte 


1941. 
640 


America’s housekeeping book. 
607p. illus. Scribner, $2.50. 


An omnibus book on housekeeping, its con- 
tents arranged in three parts: Organization of 
the home; Housekeeping methods; Operation 
and maintenance, Well indexed. should prove 
very useful for reference. Compiled by New 
York Herald Tribune Home Institute as a com- 
panion to America’s cookbook. 


Collins, Archie F. Keeping your house 
in repair. 1941. 314p. illus. Appleton, 
$2.50. 643 


A book intended for the man who likes to 
do his own repair work. Covers all phases, 
from simple carpentry to electric installation. 


See Booklist 38:3 S, '41. 


Help your doctor to help you when you 
have food allergy—Gastric or duo- 
denal ulcer—Migraine—Gallstones— 


Colitis. 5 v. Harper, 95c ea. 616 
Edited by a distinguished board of medical 
authorities these small volumes may be recom- 


mended for the shelf of medical books for the 
small library. They have been “written to sup- 
plement good medical advice and not to re- 
place it; ... to help patients to cooperate with 
their physician; . .. and to save that busy 
man’s time.” 


Kellogg, Charles E. The soils that sup- 
port us. 1941. 370p. illus. Macmillan, 
$3.50. 631.4 
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A comprehensive and readable book, covering 
the soil, its nature and composition. its many 
variations, its relation to climate and rainfall, 
its use and misuse by men. On the latter point 
the author has this to say: “Soil must be used 
by good farmers to remain productive. The 
emphasis must always be on the people who 
care for the land, not directly on the land. A 
poverty-ridden people pass their suffering to 
the soll.” 


See Booklist 38:48 O. 15 °41. 


Lennox, William G. Science and seiz- 
ures; new light on epilepsy and mi- 
graine. 1941. 258p. Harper, $2. 616.85 


The author, a neurologist in the Harvard 
medica! school, and the leading authority in 
this field, has recently developed new methods 
of treatment for these distressing ills. His com- 
plete handling of the subject here is to be re- 
commended for patient and family, as well as 
for doctors and nurses. 


Shay, Frank. The best men are cooks. 
1941. 281p. Coward, $2.50. 641 


A cook book “for those who like grand food 
and want to know how it is prepared.” With 
recipes designed to yield four man-sized serv- 
ings. Even to read them whets the appetite! 


See Booklist 38:5 S. 41. 
Fine Arts 


Arnold, Grant. 
1941. 214p. illus. Harper, $3. 


Creative lithography. 
763 


A practical book for the student or amateur 
who wishes to learn the art of printing pic- 
tures from stone. 


Finney, Theodore M. Hearing music. 
1941. 354p. Harcourt, $3.50. 781 


Under the general title The listener's tech- 
nic, the author takes up Tone-color, Rhythm, 
Melodic line, Harmony, Style, and similar mat- 
ters relating to musical composition. Part two, 
which follows, treats of Music as literature; 
part three, of Independent listening. Musical 
themes are used by way of illustration through- 
out and recordings are listed. 


See Booklist 38:31 O. 1 '41. 


Mulac, Margaret E. The playleader’s 
handbook. 1941. 267p. Harper, $2.75. 
796 


A book for playground workers, covering 
games, contests, folk dancing, story telling, 
handicrafts and all the various activities of a 
modern playground. Bibliography and Index. 
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Strong, L. A. G. John McCormack. 1941. 
8301p. illus. Macmillan, $3. 780.8 


Written by a fellow countryman, the Irish 
background is particularly well done in this 
biography of ‘the finest tenor that ever came 
out of Ireland.” The whole book will have a 
wide appeal to the many Americans who have 
known his voice for many years. An analysis of 
his singing voice and of his choice of songs has 
a special interest. 


Van Rensselaer, Alexander. Try this one. 
1941. 204p. Appleton, $1.50. 7938 


A new collection of stunts for home and 
party entertainment. Issued as a companion 
volume to Betcha can’t do it, published last 
year. 


Literature 


Haycraft, Howard. Murder for profit; 
the life and times of the detective 
story. 1941. 409p. Appleton, $3. 813 


Edgar Allan Poe was the father of the de- 
tective story, and his Murders in the Rue 
Morgue was the forerunner of the school of 
detective fiction. For, according to the author's 
definition, you can’t have a detective story 
without a detective, and the profession of de- 
tection was unknown before the early 19th 
century. An interesting study of a form of 
writing never before treated with such com- 
pleteness. 


See Booklist 38:32 O. 1 °41. 


Koch, Frederick H. Carolina folk-plays. 
1941. 493p. illus. Holt, $3.50. 
812.08 or 822.08 


Brings together the plays previously pub- 
lished in three separate volumes. with the ad- 
dition of one play, The third night, by Thomas 
Wolfe, which appears here in print for the 
first time. 


Sumner, G. Lynn. ‘We have with us to- 
night.” 1941. 175p. Harper, $1.75. 
808.5 


Subtitled ‘Secrets of success at the speaker's 
table,” this book is devoted to the art of mak- 
ing an afterdinner program move with snap. 
Sample speeches are given and there are useful 
little summaries such as: Five points to re- 
member in planning a program: Don’ts for 
chairmen; Seven secrets of successful story- 
telling. 
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History and Travel 


Chickering, William H. Within the 
sound of these waves. 1941. 327p. il- 
lus. Harcourt, $3. 996.9 


Going back to the half legendary figures who 
ruled the islands between the 12th and the 18th 
centuries, this book tells the story of old Ha- 
waii before its domination by the white man. 
The arrival of Captain Cook and the events 
leading to his death are fully described, and 
there are accounts also of Captain George Van- 
couver, and others who followed in Cook’s 
train. and of the first missionaries. The narra- 
tive closes with the year 1824, 


Crow, Carl. Meet the South Americans. 
1941. 350p. Harper, $3. 918 


In general, this is an informal and pleasant- 
ly written account of the author’s observations 
on a South American journey. Not particular- 
ly significant, although in the two chapters on 
trade relations and propaganda, he has some- 
thing to say. based on his experiences in these 
fields in China. 


Dos Passos, John. The ground we stand 
on. 1941. 420p. Harcourt, $3.50. 973 


Believing strongly that the records of our 
founding as a nation are of immense signifi- 
cance now, the author has picked out and told 
the stories of some half dozen representative 
figures who helped to establish our traditions 
and to set us on our course. Roger Williams, 
treated at greatest length, comes first, his story 
closely interrelated with that of the English 
civil war. Franklin, Jefferson, John and Sam- 
uel Adams, follow more briefly, with extended 
treatment again of Joel Barlow, a lesser but 


interesting figure, closely tied up with the 
French revolution, 
See Booklist 38:49 O. 15 °41. 


Firestone, Clark B. Flowing south. 1941. 
263p. illus. McBride, $3. 917.7 


Account of travels by steam boat on the 
Mississippi and its tributaries. The journeys, 
taken at different times over a period of sev- 
eral years, extended as far north as St. Paul 
and westward to the head of navigation on 
the Missouri, although the lower Mississippi 
and Ohio are more completely covered. 


Fortescue, Lady. Trampled lilies. 1941. 
236p. Houghton, $2.50. 940.53 


The author was living in her home in Pro- 
vence in the late summer of 1939. Her account 
of subsequent events begins with the general 
mobilization, continues with her work for the 
welfare and comfort of the French soldiers, up 
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to the time of the breakdown and her escape 
to England, In spite of the grimness of its sub- 
ject, is written with much of the charm of her 
earlier books. 


Gessler, Clifford. Pattern of Mexico. 
1941. 442p. illus. Appleton, $5. 917.2 


A work primarily descriptive, although it 
opens with a brief historical survey and con- 
tains one section devoted to Mexico's economic 
and political problems, and one to Mexican art. 
Written sympathetically, with an eye for the 
picturesque and illustrated with the exquisite 
drawings of E. H. Suydam. 


1941. 
943.08 


Hitler, Adolf. My new order. 
1008p. Reynal, $1.89. 


A collection of Hitler's speeches with an in- 
troduction by Raymond Gram Swing, and run- 
ning commentary by Raoul de Roussy de 
Sales. The speeches date from April, 1922 to 
June, 1941, and in most cases are followed by 
quotations from press comments. Has a general 
and a classified index. 


See Booklist 38:33 O. 1 '41. 


Jennison, Keith W. Vermont is where 
you find it. 1941. 118p. illus. Har- 
court, $2.50. 917.43 


The compiler has selected a series of pithy 
folk sayings and has illustrated them with su- 
perb photographs of the Vermont country. Not 
by any means a necessary purchase, but all 
transplanted New Englanders will appreciate 
the humor and so will almost everybody else. 


Kernan, Thomas. France on Berlin time. 
1941. 312p. Lippincott, $2. 940.53 


A fairly objective account of what is taking 
place in France under German domination. In 
part reprinted from the Saturday Evening Post. 


See Booklist 38:8 S, '41. 


Morgan, Thomas B. Spurs on the boot. 
1941. 355p. Longmans, $2.50. 945 


The author was stationed in Rome as foreign 
correspondent at the time Mussolini came into 
power. In somewhat farcical vein he described 
his rise and the subsequent events at they 
were observed over a period of seventeen years. 


See Booklist 38:8 8. °41, 


Owens, Hamilton. Baltimore on _ the 
Chesapeake. 1941. 342p. illus. Double- 
day, $3.50. 975.26 
Another volume in the new series on Amer- 


ican seaports—see July’ BULLETIN for Seattle, 
by Archie Binns. The story of the founding of 
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3altimore and its growth as an important port 
throws interesting light on colonial conditions 
and the conflict of cultures which led to the 
Revolutionary war. The bombs bursting in air 
over Baltimore Town in 1814 led to the writing 
of the national anthem. All through, in fact, 
the book makes a readable accompaniment to 
the study of American history. 


See Booklist 38:50 O. 15 °41. 


Stephenson, Carl. A brief survey of 
medieval Europe. 1941. 426p. Harper, 
$2.25. 940.1 


A condensation of the larger work by the 
author entitled Medieval history (BULLETIN 
Je. 55). The same maps, tables and charts are 
used, with revised lists and index. A good book 
for any library in need of a general volume on 
the subject. The genealogical and chronological 
charts should be helpful for reference. 


Tofias, George I. Our government and 
nation. 1941. 86p. Author, Medford, 
Mass. bds., 25c. 917.3 


A small publication presenting in convenient 
form essential facts of history, politics and 
government. For each state there is an out 
line map, showing up its location in relation to 
the whole. While the information will be avail- 
able elsewhere, this handy little presentation 
should prove useful in either school or smal! 
public library. 


Biography 


Baker, Ray Stanndard. Native Ameri- 
can. 1941. 3836p. Scribner, $3. 921 


tay Stannard Baker's story of his boyhood, 
his education and his start in life as a news- 
paper writer. The boyhood was spent in St. 
Croix Falls, Wisconsin, the college years in 
Lansing, Michigan, and the newspaper appren- 
ticeship in Chicago, Wisconsin readers will find 
it of especial interest for its picture gf the 
times when Wisconsin was frontier. 


Barry, Richard. Father and his town. 
1941. 299p. Houghton, $3. 921 


Like Clarence Day, Bellamy Partridge and 
others, the author has made good copy out of 
his father, for 25 years editor of a newspaper 
in a small California town. Before that he had 
lived in Pennsylvania and in Wisconsin, where 
he had edited a paper in Eau Claire. These 
earlier experiences however are touched on only 
casually, 


See Booklist 38:9 8S, °41. 
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Burn, June. Living high. 1941. 292p. 
Duell, $2.50. 921 


The author of this unconventional biography 
in introducing herself refers to her ‘unwant- 
ingness.” She wanted none of the usual things 
people struggle for in life, only ‘‘the simple 
fruits of occasional labor.’ Luckily, she meets 
a young man with tastes like her own, they are 
married, and this book is the account of their 
happy-go-lucky adventuring. There has been 
little money, but plenty of fun, good health and 
happiness, 


See Booklist 38:10 S. °41. 


Gauvreau, Emile. My last million read- 
ers. 1941. 488p. Dutton, $3. 921 


Autobiography of a newspaper man whose 
experiences with the tabloids and the sensa- 
tional press show up American journalism at 
its basest. Studies of men like Hearst. Arthur 
Brisbane and Walter Winchell. as well as the 
inside stories of many of the sensational events 
of the past two decades, give it wide interest. 


Hibbard, Angus. Hello, goodbye. 1941. 
266p. illus. McClurg, $2.50. 921 


In 1939 Carleton College awarded the author 
the honorary degree of Doctor of Science “in 
token of achievements in the field of communi- 
cation in the United States.” This is his per- 
sonal story of the origin and growth of the 
Bell Telephone system, with its beginnings in 
the Wisconsin of the 80’s. There is considerable 
local color in his accounts of the settling up 
of telpehone systems in towns like Wausau. 
Merrill and Manitowoc, and the book may be 
added to the list of those about Wisconsin by 
Wisconsin authors. Mr. Hibbard was born in 
Milwaukee in 1860. 


Howe, M. A. DeWolfe. A venture in 
remembering. 1941. 319p. Little, 
$2.50. 921 


There is much quiet pleasure waiting in these 
pages for the reader of literary tastes, more 
particularly one who grew up with the Youth's 
companion and Atlantic monthly. There are 
reminiscences of many writers of the past and 
present, and a chapter on the writing of biog- 
raphy, based on the author’s own contributions 
to that field. 


See Booklist 38:34 O. 1 °41. 


Partridge, Bellamy. Big family. 1941. 
8238p. Whittlesey House, $2.75. 921 


The author here supplements the story of his 
father, as told in Country lawyer, with this 
new book about the eight brothers and sisters 
and the family life generally. Broader in scope, 
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it should be even more popular than the first 
book. A good buy for any library. 


See Booklist 38:51 O. 15 °41. 


Rich, Everett. William Allen White: the 
man from Emporia. 1941. 374p. illus. 
Appleton, $3. 921 


A biography of Willam Allen White as print- 
er, editor, citizen, writer and a figure in public 
life, written by a fellow Kansan who under- 
stands his background. 


See Booklist 38:11 S. °41, 
Fiction 


Corbett, Elizabeth. Faye’s Folly. 1941. 
312p. Appleton, $2.50. 


The civil war forms a distant background to 
this story of northern Illinois in the ‘60's. 
Faye’s Folly is one of those pretentious houses 
to which the term folly has been generously 
applied. The heroine is eighteen-year-old Sheba 
Faye. who helps run the farm and who falls in 
love with her best friend’s husband, home on 
furlough from the war. A readable story in the 
light novel class. 


Dark, Eleanor. The timeless land. 1941. 
499p. Macmillan, $2.75. 


This is a long novel and to the average read- 
er will be slow-going, but this slowness is in 
keeping with the theme. Once embarked on it, 
the thoughtful reader will find it an absorbing 
novel of the settlement of a continent. It be- 
gins with the arrival of the first ship load of 
convicts in Australia, sorry material with 
which to build up a civilization. There are 
many characters, but several stand out, among 
them Phillips, the governor, conscious always 
that it is the land which is moulding the in- 
truders, not the other way round; Bennilong, 
the native leader who degenerates through con- 
tact with white civilization ; and Andrew Pren- 
tice, the convict whose manhood is restored. 


See Booklist 38:52 O. 15 °41,. 


Downes, Anne Miller. Angels fell. 1941. 
344p. Stokes, $2.50. 


Ambition was the sin by which the angels 
fell. This is the story of what ambition did to 
the pretty Iowa farm girl Stephen Blyth mar- 
ried and brought to New York. Helping to run 
his uncle’s rare book business, playing the cello 
with the Monday night amateur ensemble, 
Steve had been content with his life. To Irene 
it was all aimless. Why work so hard at music 
when it got you nowhere? So the climb up in 
the financial and social world began. A good 
story and an interesting study in values. 
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Duffus, R. L. That was Alderbury. 1941. 
3827p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Starting out, as one thinks, to be the story 
of a year in the life of four boys in a New 
England town, this book ends up having told 
the story of the town and the people in it. As 
rich and delightful a book as we've had for a 
long time. 


Goodrich, Arthur. The sound of wings. 
1941. 3983p. Appleton, $2.50. 


The development of the aircraft industry af- 
ter the world war runs along with the personal 
problems which Tom Clary is called on to meet 
in bringing up his family of three after his 
wife, Carol, has deserted for a stage career. 
Tom is a practical visionary whose devotion 
and integrity bring their rewards in the end. 


Lockridge, Frances and Richard. A pinch 
of poison. 1941. 302p. Stokes, $2. 


A fair mystery by two popular authors. 
Somewhat hurried and slapdash, especially to- 
ward the end. 


Macardle, Donald. Thursday’s 
1941. 364p. Stokes, $2.50. 


A story of English family life and of the 
English movie industry. Fennis. the odd, whim- 
sical younger daughter, accompanies her sister 
Phoebe, the family beauty, when Phoebe goes 
to the Crusader studios to take a film test. 
Here, ironically, it is Fennis who attracts at- 
tention, while Phoebe is dismissed as merely 
another pretty girl. Fennis is too genuine and 
too wholesome to be spoiled by her small taste 
of fame, but the disruption in the family life 
is all but disastrous. A good story. 


child. 


See Booklist 38:52 O. 15 ’41. 


Meller, Sidney. Home is here. 
405p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


1941. 


The poor of many nationalities, all living 
together at the edge of a stone quarry, are the 
characters in this story; chief of them, so far 
as the reader's interest goes, is Alano Dorelli, 
who buys a piece of land, builds a house, and 
sends to Lombardy for Lucia and the children. 
The fight between the residents of the hill, and 
the owners of the quarry, which constantly 
threatens to destroy their homes, gives the 
novel plot, but primarily it is a story of Amer- 
icanization, with some scenes in night school 
almost equal to Hyman Kaplan. 


See Booklist 38:12 8. '41. 


Parrish, Anne. Pray for a tomorrow. 
1941. 282p. Harper, $2.50. 
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Opening in a fishing village on an island 
off the coast of England in the present day, this 
story shortly becomes a legend or allegory, 
moving back through time. A young fisher boy 
who has unwittingly betrayed a friend to his 
death, meets Peter—also a fisherman who had 
betrayed a friend. Under Peter’s guidance he 
is permitted to view the course of history, with 
its violence and cruelty. Ends with the hope 
that a better tomorrow will dawn. 


See Booklist 38:52 O. 15 '41. 


Prouty, Olive Higgins. Now, voyager. 
1941. 340p. Houghton, $2.50. 


Charlotte Vale. after years of submission to 
a domineering mother and a resulting nervous 
breakdown, sets off on a Mediterranean cruise. 
Becoming clothes loaned by her sister-in-law, 
Lisa, begin the transformation and, under the 
influence of the delightful friendship which 
develops with a man of her own age, it flowers. 
The author’s way of working out this tricky 
situation—for there is a wife back in New 
York—makes it a book which should please 
the author’s many readers. A sequel, in a way, 
to Lisa Vale, in which book Charlotte was a 
minor character. 


Sanborn, Ruth Burr. These are my peo- 
ple. 1941. 306p. Crowell, $2.50. 


When Dr. Wingfield Chevron disregards his 
wealthy clients to bring his services to the 
“back country" people, he is involved in an 
accident and a fight for his career. His fiancee, 
Judice Hull, tries to convince him that it is 
more important to win fame and fortune, but 
the affection and loyalty of the back country 
people mean more to him than ease and com- 
fort. A fine picture of the two classs of people 
and their modes of living. 


Selby, John. Island in the corn. 1941. 
404p. Farrar, $2.75. 


This period novel of the 1880's and 90's 
opens in a Wisconsin town, apparently located 
in the Fox River valley. The Traces, prosper- 
ous, genial and happy, are looked on as leaders 
in the town. Reverses come, for Father Trace 
has little head for business, and a move is 
made to Minnesota, followed by a second move 
to Iowa, each move a step down in the world. 
The marriages of the three daughters and the 
absorption of the sons-in-law into the affairs 
of ‘the family supply the chief substance of 
the plot. 


Thomas, Newton G. The long winter 
ends. 1941. 8360p. Macmillan, $2.75. 


When the mines which have been their live- 
lihood in the little village in Cornwall close 
down, a small group of the younger men 





















November, 1941 





thrown out of employment emigrate to Amer- 
ica, with its promise of work for men who 
know mining. One of these is Jim Holman, who 
leaves behind a young wife and a coming child. 
Jim’s adjustment to the strange conditions in 
the upper Michigan peninsula, his reactions to 
America, his learning to read and write, and the 
success of his ambitious struggle to found a 
home for Mary Ann and his boy, make up a 
simple and appealing story. 


See Booklist 38:53 O. 15 °41. 


Wentworth, Patricia. In the balance. 
1941. 317p. Lippincott, $2. 


A mystery in which Miss Maud Silver, the 
prim little inquiry agent, saves a lovely young 
heiress from disaster. English setting and char- 
acters are well done. 


Williams, Ben Ames. The strange wo- 
man. 1941. 684p. Houghton, $2.75. 


To the reader who finishes this book, it will 
probably seem that he has been reading two 
separate stories. One is the story of Jenny, 
outwardly beautiful, serene and virtuous, in- 
wardly pathologically cruel and vile. The oth- 
er is the story of the lusty growth of the city 
of Bangor, Maine, in its boom days as a lum- 
ber town between 1812 and the civil war. The 
two parts are never fused, and so far as Jenny’s 
career goes, while undeniably fascinating, it 
leaves a bad taste in the mouth. 


Young People’s Shelf 


Bakeless, Katherine L. Story lives of 
American composers. 1941. 288p, il- 
lus. Stokes, $2.50. 


A companion volume to the author's Story 
lives of great composers (BULLETIN N. °40). 
Stephen Foster, John Philip Sousa, Victor Her- 
bert, Edward MacDowell and Ethelbert Nevio 
represent the earlier composers; W. C. Handy, 
John Alden Carpenter, Jerome Kern, Deems 
Taylor, Irving Berlin, Roy Harris, George 
Gershwin, Aaron Copland, the modern, For 
either high school or adult collections. 


See Booklist 38:17 O. 15 °41. 


Carlisle, N. V. and Erickson, Curtis. 
Civil service careers for boys. 1941. 
202p. illus. Dutton, $2. 371.42 


Information about opportunities in public 
service in all the various fields in which the 
federal and state governments are active. Told 
in a narrative style designed to hold the inter- 
est of boys of high school age. Your career in 
radio, by N. V. Carlisle and C. C. Rice (Dut- 
ton, $2.) is designed for boys of the same age. 
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Carlisle, N. V. and McFerran, Doris. 
Civil service careers for girls. 1941. 
202p. illus. Dutton, $2. 371.42 


Similar to the book on civil service for boys. 
Covers municipal as well as state and federal 
opportunities, with chapters on teaching, H- 
brarianship, public health nursing, playground 
work and similar subjects. 


Custer, Elizabeth B. Boots and saddles. 
new ed. 1941. 307p. Harper, $1.50. 


New edition of a book long a stand-by on 
high school reading lists. Good print and at- 
tractive appearance, 


Holbrook, Stewart H. Tall timber. 1941. 
179p. illus. Macmillan, $1.50. 


A history of logging by the author of Holy 
old Mackinaw, showing the migration across 
the continent. Covers the improvements in liv- 
ing conditions, equipment, and the efforts now 
being made in conservation. Lively tales Of 
famous woodmen, log pirates and the lumber- 
jack’s dictionary will hold the interest of high 
school boys. Illustrated by Armstrong Sperry. 


Shuler, Marjorie and others. Lady edi- 
tor; careers for women in publishing. 
1941. 288p. Dutton, $2. 


Most of the careers outlined in this book are 
by way of college, but the ambitious high school 
girl) with a taste for writing should find it a 
helpful guide both in stock-taking and in plan- 
ning her line of study. Covers three fields: 
Journalism. magazines, and book publishing, 
with real-life stories of successful women to 
add to the interest. 


Sickles, Eleanor. Twelve daughters of 
democracy. 1941. 256p. Viking, $2.50. 
920 


A companion volume to the author’s In cal- 
ico and crinoline telling the stories of 12 wo- 
men who played a part in national life in the 
period after the civil war. Among them are 
Hetty Green, financier; ‘‘Mother” Jones, la- 
bor leader; Frances Folsom, wife of Grover 
Cleveland; and Olympia Brown, pioneer Wis- 
consin suffragist. 


Fiction 


Ames, Merlin M. Canthook country. 
1941. 284p. illus. Houghton, $2. 


When Gord, Steve Adams’ older brother, 
vanished after being falsely accused of a crime, 
Steve has a chance to become a lumberjack, 
with the added responsibility of trying to lo- 
eate his brother. The picture of the Wisconsin 
lumber camp of 1900 showing the many differ- 
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ent steps—from marking the trees, to the log 
drive to the mills, and watching the forest dur- 
ing the summer—will interest both boys and 
men. Good characterization and satisfactory 
plot, but the real interest lies in the men and 
activities of the lumber camp. 


See Booklist 38:68 O. 15 '41. 


Aspinwall, Marguerite. The desert call- 
ing. 1941. 280p. Greystone, $2. 


Pam Strong, who has always lived in Chicago 
with her grandmother, finds the return of her 
father, a famous explorer, with Judy. his new 
wife and Judy’s younger brother, Tim, an ex- 
citing event. Then for her birthday her father 
gives her an adobe house in Arizona and they 
go there to live. All her friends have found 
their chosen work, but it is through living on 
the desert and studying the Indian handiwork 
that Pam finds her inspiration. An element of 
mystery in connection with a lost gold mine 
adds interest to this lively story of family life. 


Chandler, Caroline A. Susie Stuart, 
M. D. 1941. 2382p. Dodd, $2. 


Susan Stuart, who is determined to be a 
doctor, finds many obstacles in the field. After 
finishing college she works as a chemical tech- 
nician and finds that nothing will satisfy her 
except being a doctor. Throughout the long, 
hard course she. gradually finds her chosen 
field, pediatrics, and at the end of her intern- 
ship goes to Boston to assist in research prob- 
lems in this field. Written by an instructor in 
the Department of Preventive Medicine of the 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, 
this book is based on fundamental problems of 
girls interested in medicine and should prove 
a good guide for them. 


Daniel, Hawthorne. Whampoa. 1941 
273p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


This is a story of the clipper ships and their 
long journeys from New York. around Cape 
Horn, to China. Tom Hamilton’s father, cap- 
tain and owner of the Powhatan, had disap- 
peared on his way home from China. Tom joins 
Jack Martin and his father when they go to 
China to try to trace Mr. Hamilton. The two 
boys enjoy the long trip around Cape Horn. 
sailing into San Francisco and all the activities 
aboard ship, but when they reach Canton they 
really get into trouble. Eventually they solve 
the mystery and help to lessen piracy on the 
Chinese coast. A lively adventure story with 
good characterization and a clear picture of 
Chinese life. 


See Booklist 38:58 O. 15 ’41. 


DeLeeuw, Adele. Career for Jennifer. 
1941. 280p. Macmillan, $2. 





November, 1941 


Jennifer, whose father is a commercial artist 
without any steady employment, realizes that 
she must find work. She tries many odd jobs, 
but not until she meets Erica Knight, world 
famous photographer, does she turn to her cam- 
era for her vocation. She faces the drudgery 
and hard work, and finds means to buy ex- 
pensive equipment necessary. She also has fun 
snapping, developing and enlarging pictures, of 
children especially, and finally wins recognition 
by the advertising agencies. Through it all, 
she has good times and delightful friendships. 


Hall, Marjory. Success in reserve. 1941. 
227p. Houghton, $2. 


Trudie Carter finds that she will not be able 
to go to college as she had always planned but 
must find a job. After the excitement of gradu- 
ation is over, she takes a short business course, 
works in an interior decorating shop and in a 
department store, but does not find the work 
that really interests her until her aunt, a suc- 
cessful business woman who has recently mar- 
ried, helps her to analyze the situation. A live- 
ly story of high school girls and boys, showing 
the many problems that confront them and 
their efforts to solve them. 


See Booklist 38.58 O. 15 °41. 


Ross, M. I. A gift for Ibn Diab. 1941. 
308p. illus. Harper, $2. 


Douglas Bain. with ,his cousin George, goes 
to Arabia to join his father, an archeologist, 
and to deliver to him a pair of bluettes, a gift 
for Ibn Diab. When they reach Jerusalem, they 
find that Mr. Bain has not yet arrived. Here 
also Sheikh Mohammed Ibn Tubbai is very 
much interested in the bluettes and invites the 
boys to visit him and see his own pigeons. 
They find that Douglas’ art teacher is also 
visiting the Sheikh in order to take some col- 
ored pictures of his white camel herd. Through 
misunderstanding and ignorance of the Turkish 
language and customs the boys have many ad- 
ventures before they return to Jerusalem and 
Douglas’ father. 


Whitney, Phyllis. A place for Ann. 1941. 
211p. Houghton, $2. 


Under Ann Redfern’s leadership a group of 
young people, all talented, open an old house 
and institute a personal service organization. 
On a cooperative basis they do any and all 
types of work from washing windows to having 
an art display in a department store. This in- 
teresting vocational novel shows the develop- 
ment of imagination, courage and personality 
adjustment of each of the young people. The 
illustrations by Helen Blair add distinction 
High school girls. 


See Booklist 37 :467 Je. 1 ’41. 
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Worth, Kathryn. The middle button. 
1941, 274p. Doubleday, $2. 


Maggie McArn, the middle daughter of eleven 
children of a Scotch minister, was determined 
to be a doctor, In the 1880’s it was difficult to 
convince anybody that a woman was capable 
of being a doctor, but through her uncle she 
has a chance, for he will finance her educa- 
tion, if in two years she can carn one hundred 
dollars. Her perseverance and determination 
open new ways and means for her to earn 
money—helping the village doctor, collecting 
and selling herbs, and many other things. Of 
special interest to girls of the 9th grade and 
older. 


See Booklist 37 :467 Je. 1 °41. 


If You Must Have Mysteries 


Wadsworth, L. A. Canyon of whispers. 
1940. 3802p. Farrar, $2. 


Another story by the author of Mystery off 
Pirate’s point (BULLETIN May °40). This is a 
western mystery without the usual gun play 
and murder, but is still filled with exciting ad- 
venture. Brent Curtis had been brought up by 
his stepfather on a great mountain sheep ranch 
in Utah while his half-brother. Michael, has 
Nved in England. Michael arrives at the sheep 
ranch to find his father has disappeared, the 
prize ram is missing, and sheep are being 
stolen. The two boys undertake to solve the 
mystery of the thefts and to find their father. 
For high school boys. 


Wadsworth, L. A. The shadow bird mys- 
tery. 1941. 3038p. Farrar, $2. 


Kirt Warren has always been warned to 
avoid contacts with the “Lloyds.” owners of 
the Lloyd Lumber Mills. Years before his fath- 
er had died before he could clear himself of 
charges of misappropriating money from the 
Mills. Now, Kirt finds himself a friend of 
Sandy Lloyd and also that Sandy, after his 
uncle’s death, needs his help, not only in ad- 
justing himself to the responsibilities at the 
Mills but also in clearing the mystery of the 
missing will. High school age. 


For Christmas 


Aldrich, Bess Streeter. The drum goes 
dead. 1941. 39p. Appleton, $1. 


How a man’s faith in Christmas was lost and 





WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


181 


restored is the theme of this little story with 
its modern midwestern setting. 


Told under the 
1941. 278p. illus. 


Cavanah, Frances. 
Christmas tree. 
Grosset, $1. 


Composed largely of new material not before 
appearing in any of the anthologies, with a few 
of the older and timeless selections. Child life 
magazine has been drawn on for a number of 
the stories. 


Faw, Maurine H., ed. Big book of 
Christmas entertainments. 1941. 
245p. Beckley-Cardy, $1.25. 


Plays, poems and exercises suitable for 


Christmas programs, 


Jewett, Sophie. Gods troubadour. new 
ed. 1940. 94p. illus. Crowell, $2. 


This new edition with its effective illustra- 
tions would make an attractive addition to the 
books to be exhibited at Christmas time. 


Shining tree and other Christmas stories. 
1940. 268p. Knopf, $2. 


Selections from the books of Hildegarde Haw- 
thorne, Angela Thirkell, Lois Lenski, Emma L. 
Brock, Mabel L. Robinson, Adele de Leeuw, 
and others. Suitable for reading aloud in the 
family circle or other groups in which various 
age levels are represented. 


Singmaster, Elsie. Stories to read at 
Christmas. 1940. 231p. Houghton, $2. 


From various magazines in which they first 
appeared. the author has brought together a 
collection of her storles on the Christmas 
theme. 


Thompson, Blanche Jennings, ed. Bible 
children. illus, Grosset, 50c. 


The Bible story is included with other Bib- 
lical narratives in this book charmingly illus- 
trated by Kate Seredy. Originally issued (1937) 
by Dodd. 


Tudor, Tasha. Snow before Christmas. 
1941. unp. illus. Oxford, $1. 


Charming illustrations and a quaint old-time 
flavor make this a pleasing if slight contribu- 
tion to the Christmas shelf. 
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PLAN AND REGULATIONS FOR THE LIBRARY PUBLICITY HONOR ROLL 
1942 


Name of exhibit: Library Publicity Honor Roll 


Period of experiment: For a tentative period of three years, the A. L. A. Public 
Relations Committee with the aid of selected judges will choose notable examples of 
public, school, college, state agency, and special library publicity of the following 
types for display throughout the country. 


Types of publicity to be considered: 
a) Annual reports to the public printed in pamphlet or leaflet form or as a 
newspaper article 
b) Handbooks or leaflets for new borrowers 
c) Newspaper feature stories 
d) Rotogravure pictures 
e) Book lists (judged on format only) 
f) Pictures of exhibits 
g) New or unusual types of publicity, excluding posters and radio scripts 


Eligibility: Any library in the United States or Canada may submit material but 
the committee will be responsible for judging only examples sent to it for considera- 
tion. 


Date of publicity considered: Examples of publicity submitted for inclusion in the 
display should have been issued not later than December 31 of the year preceding 
the annual A. L. A. conference at which they would first be shown. 


Selection of committee: The Public Relations Committee will be free to associate 
with itself as judges not only a leading librarian in each of the five fields to be 
represented, i. e., public, college, school, state agency, and special library, but if 
possible one or two trustees or laymen qualified to act as public relations experts. 


Criteria for judging: All publicity will be judged primarily on its appeal to those 
for whom it is intended and its effectiveness in interpreting the library to its com- 
munity. 


Number of copies: Two copies of each item should be submitted, giving when possible 
the name of the staff member responsible for producing it. 








